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A few months ago we opened a new carafem health center in

Atlanta, Georgia. The question of where to open was simple:
where is the demand high and the supply low? The answer
was equally simple: in areas where women’s rights are
constantly under attack.

The southern states have dominated headlines all year for
promoting restrictive abortion legislation intended to limit
women’s access to legal abortion care. While the Texas
TRAP laws hoped to further restrict access in the South, the

Supreme Court ruling on June 27th was an important step in
the right direction.

Nearly 6 months have passed since we launched our new
family planning and abortion health center in Atlanta, GA.
While it has been exciting to watch carafem grow, what is
more exciting is to see the need we are meeting within
women's reproductive healthcare. We have seen hundreds of
women and are pleased to be able to continue to offer
modern, convenient and affordable care in the South. Over
the past few months, the most popular question we've heard
is, “Why Atlanta?”

First, there is limited access to abortion in the South. What
may be surprising is there is a misconception about the
carrelation between supply and demand: “if abortion clinics
are closing, it must be because there isn’'t a demand for
abortion.” In the case of the southern United States, it is not
that cut and dry. While statistically speaking, there has been
a reduction in the number of abortions each year, thanks to
improved access to contraception; this does NOT mean

http:/Amww.huffingtonpost.com/entry/582f75f1e4b0d28e55214eb8?tim estamp= 1479506249681

AdChoices [

TRENDING

Gigi Hadid Breaks Out
Brutal Melania Trump
Impression At The
AMAs

Gold Star Family Says It
Was Booed By First-
Class Passengers On
Flight To Pick Up Son’s
Body

In Weekend Of
Deliberation, Mattis
Favored For Trump
Pentagon Chief

AMAs Censor Chrissy
Teigen’s Election Diss,
Because Nothing Is Fair

1/4



11/21/12016 Why we decided to open an abortion clinic in Georgia | The Huffington Post

abortion is no longer needed. What it does mean is women Melania Trump Isn’t
Moving To The White

are traveling further distances and incurring sizeable
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expenses to access abortion care when they need it. Some

travel hundreds of miles and because of state-specific,
restrictive laws, they may have to stay in hotels, miss days of
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abortion care to Atlanta.

Third, we felt we could do better. Long lines, limited
availability, and outdated practices are unfortunately common
in health care. carafem is bucking this trend by focusing on
the what our clients have asked for. Want a next-day, evening
or even weekend appointment? No problem. We do that.
Want to call us late at night or early in the morning, even on
the weekend? We are here. Can't take time away from work
or home responsibilities but need care? Nearly all of our
appointments take less than an hour. What about cost? Our
pricing is lower than the national average, we take insurance,
and we work with low-income women to provide funding
options. All this because we respect our clients and feel they
deserve professional, flexible and contemporary health care
provided by medical professionals who truly care.

So, why Atlanta? Because women in the South us asked for
it. We look forward to continuing to provide 5 star family
planning and abortion care and are excited to answer the
next call...wherever that may be.

Christopher Purdy is the president and CEO of carafem and
DKT International.
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