Please verify your emal address terencescottm!chel@gmail.com. Cliek the Enk in your verificaton ema’l. | Resend Emall

Latest news (inews) News search (/news/search) Newslslters (hitps://pages.devex. f Jetl L.html) Focus areas (focus-areas) For Executive Members (ffor-executives)

INSDE DEVELOPMENT (/INSDE-DEVELOPYENT) |
THE FUTURE OF US AYD (/NEWS/SEARCH?QUERY 56583450 -THE +FUTURE +0F +US+AID)

Impact of the global gag rule on

health sector: Q&A with DKT
International CEO Chris Purdy

By Christin Roby (/news/authors/1274425) [/ 24 January 2017

A nurse with DKT Ethiopia counsels women on family plannirg in Oromia. Photo by: DXT Ethiopia
(https: /furun flickr.com/photos/ditethiopia/13085545285/) / CC BY (htps://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/)

On the first working day of Donald Trump's administration, the new president signed an
executive order reinstating the “global gag rule” (http://www.globalgagrule.org/) — an
anti-abortion policy that prohibits any nongovernmental organization abroad that receives
U.S. government funding from performing abortion services or giving information about
abortions as a means of family planning.

‘The global gag rule, also known as the Mexico City Policy, has been a highly partisan policy
that has been nullified by Democrat presidents and reinstated by Republican presidents.
This rule was brought in by former President Ronald Reagan, but was struck down when
President Bill Clinton took office in 1993. The act was reinstated under President George
W. Bush and was quickly repealed by President Barack Obama in 2009.
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What is the global gag rule?

The global gag rule fundamentally bars non-U.S. organizations from talking about
abortion if they receive U.S. government funds. It does not apply to U.S. [-based]
organizations, If you are an organization, for example in Cote d'Ivoire, and you receive
funding from the U.S. government, you may not even talk about abortion (even if you're
funded by some other donor to talk about abortion). It gags you from even using other
donors’ resources to speak about abortion if you receive funds from the U.S. government.

W us3 cockies 13 help Improws your user erperienice. By Using oJr s23, you agres 1o the terms of our Privacy Policy W = in (81 !a [ ]



(e AGavex Tanciesl convhol USTRRT1S000050453), It's really an insidious rule because if you're an organization that gets funding from
another organization, you're even barred from using their funds to talk about something
thatis legal in the United States.

It's something that Republican presidents tend to do because there's a constituency of
theirs that feels very strongly about [abortion] and there's not enough support on these
kinds of issues.

What impact might the reinstatement of the global gag rule have on the
FPzo0z20 goals?

I think it's pretty significant. The U.S. government is a major supporter of family planning
around the world. It's been a leader, and people look to the United States and USAID both
for guidance but also for material support. There will be many organizations — and again
it only applies to foreign organizations, but there’s some big ones, as well as many local
ones — that will refuse to be silenced and ultimately will be ineligible to receive U.S.
government funds. Those organizations will have to cease providing services that were
provided with U.S. government funds, all because of the global gag rule. That means that
more women will not receive family planning services.
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There are some big international organizations impacted by this, Probably Marie Stopes
International, which historically has not signed on to the global gag rule. International
Planned Parenthood Federation typically does not sign on, so they both are at risk of
losing significant funding, along with many local NGOs.

The great irony in this is that you will have more women who don’t have access to family
planning who are going to get pregnant and will have to go and get an abortion. So the
very thing they are trying to prevent is probably going to increase because of the very thing
they're doing.

What could the global gag rule reinstatement mean for the international
community at large?

This impaets us, and will impact many organizations because, in addition to the global gag
rule, there is a lot of uncertainty about Trump and what a Trump administration means
for foreign aid and for reproductive rights and reproductive health in general
internationally. Will there be continued funding and support for the FP2020
(http://www.familyplanning2020.0rg/) goals as there has been in the past? I don’t think
anybody has the answer to that question right now, but there is a bit of uncertainty. That
uncertainty is never good because people have planning cycles and budgeting cycles, and if
they are not sure if they will have the funds to do what they need/want to do, then they will
cut back and slow down and stop.
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1 think there will also be more competition for the available resources there are. This
means that lateral donors, as well as foundations and private donors, to the extent that
they can step up and do more, there's going to be pressure on them to do that. But I think
the gap is pretty big to fill, so we shall see.

It's so hard to prognosticate because there is so little evidence to go on. I would say that
Trump has surrounded himself with at least some decision makers and cabinet appointees
who have been historically not particularly supportive of abortion care. Now whether that
translates into him signing off on things, that's hard to say. His daughter has been a voice
of reason in terms of women’s rights, so it's hard to know what he’s going to do. So I think
everyone needs to hope for the best and prepare for the worst,

Stay tuned to Devex for more news and analysis of what the Tyump
administration will mmean for global development. Read more coverage here
(htips://www.devex.com/focus/us-aid) and subscribe to The Development
Newswire (htips://pages.devex,com/newswire-signup,htinl),
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