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A suggestive condom TV ad starring Pakistan's sultry and equally
controversial actress and TV host Mathira Mohammad has spurred the wrath
of the country's media watchdog.

Pakistan's Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) issued a letter
Tuesday forcing TV networks to remove the ad for “Josh” (“Strength”)
Condoms from their programming immediately.

In the letter, PEMRA called the ad “indecent,” reprimanded the networks for
running it, and said the move came after having received complaints from the
public.

“It's so sad and so over-hyped,” Mohammad told NBC News. "We party hard.
We drink. We wear little dresses and do all the things people across the world
do when they party. But that's all ignored! And here’s a positive effort to do
something constructive for a country that needs it, and they ban it!

“I think they needed an issue to spice up in Ramadan, because things are so
slow," Mohammad added. "So, the regulators spiced it up. The ban has really
blown things out of proportion, and millions of people who wouldn't have
watched it are now downloading it, just because of the hype."

Mohammad, 21, grew in popularity while hosting "Love Indicator," a late-night
advice show on Pakistani television, Her provocative clothes and opinions on
sex and relationships were a ratings boon. Many called her raunchy or a sex

kitten as she unabashedly addressed topics considered taboo in Pakistan.

The banned ad depicts a newly married couple, and a seemingly average-
looking groom gloating about snagging “super-model” Mohammad for a wife.
The secret to his success, the groom claims, is the brand of condoms he uses.

While the ad does not show any nudity and limits its message to suggestive
gestures made by the actor, some bloggers were angry that the functional
aspect of contraception was ignored in a country struggling with its exploding
population. According to the United Nations, only 27 percent of Pakistan's
people have access to birth control.

Some local reports said the ad trivialized the issue of birth control in a country
that has the world's sixth largest population -- more than 173 million -- and an
average population growth of 1.8 percent per year, according to the UN.

Josh Condoms is an initiative by U.S.-based non-profit organization, DKT
International, which provides contraception and HIV/AIDS awareness in
developing countries around the world.
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“I didn't do this ad for the money. | did it because Pakistanis need awareness.
Sexual education is compulsory for kids all over the world, but not here. They
need it to avoid being harassed,” Mohammad said.

“But here, it's a taboo. That's why there is harassment and rape here. They
just hate honesty. They hate me, just because I'm a woman who's ready to talk
about issues they're too scared to talk about,” she added.

While the ad is currently off the air, it continues to create buzz on social media
and in local news reports.

"I'm a bad person in a good way. And I'm a good person in a bad way,"
Mohammad said. "| enjoy talking about my sexuality, but that doesn't mean |
don't like talking about other, bigger issues that matter."
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